
SONIC YOUTH EKKEHARD EHLERS YELLOW SWANS 
JOHN FAHEY ROB MAZUREK Terry Day 
Harry Rag Outta Koether FREE 20 TRACK CD 





I OUT OUT 





















Inside The Wire 268 June 2006 



Regulars 

The Masthead 6 
Letters 8 
Bitstream 10 

Global Ear 16 

Charts 48 
Out There 92 

Subscribe 96 
Back Issues 98 
Epiphanies 106 


Features 

The Wire Tapper 15 4 
Terry Day 12 

Harry Rag 14 
Jutta Koether 18 

Rob Mazurek 20 

Yellow Swans 26 
Ekkehard Ehlers 28 

Sonic Youth 32 


Index 49 
Soundcheck 50 


The Inner Sleeve 67 
Print Run 76 


On Location 80 


John Fahey 40 









































































The Masthead 


The Wire 
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Letters 

Write to: Letters, The Wire, 23 Jack's Place, 6 Corbet Place, London El 6NN 
fax +44 (0)20 7422 5011, email letters@thewire.co.uk 








































HOT CHIP TOMM1 

New album released May 22nd 
Includes Boy From School and Over and Over 


















Bitstream News and more from under the radar. 
Compiled by The Trawler 



The Joined-up World of The Wire 





















































































Terry Day By Julian Cowley 
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Harry Rag By David Stubbs 
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Global Ear Athens 



A survey of sounds from around the planet. 
This month: The Greek capital, currently 
in a state of infrastructural flux, has bee 
a breeding ground for experimentation. 

By Sophia Ignatidou 




























































Cross Platform: Jutta Koether 



Painting, rock and fictional personae 
all connect in the output of this New York 
anti-artist. By Lina Dzuverovic 













































































Invisible Jukebox Rob Mazurek 

Every month we play a musician a series of records which they are asked 
to identify and comment on - with no prior knowledge of what they're 
about to hear. Tested by Dan Warburton. Photography: Sebastien Agnetti 


After an apprenticeship in hard bop including studies with 
both Wynton Marsalis and AACM veteran Bill Brimfield, 
which culminated in three albums on the Scottish Hep 
label, cornettist Rob Mazurek veered leftfield in the mid- 
1990s to become a key player in Chicago's burgeoning new 

of his Chicago Underground - a Duo with drummer 
Chad Taylor, Trio adding bassist Noel Kupersmith, Quartet 
with guitarist Jeff Parker, and Orchestra - Mazurek was 
a prime mover in Isotope 217, with Parker and Tortoise's 
John Herndon and Dan Bitney, among others. 

Recently he's diversified into electronics. A solo album on 
Jim O'Rourke's Moikai label under the name of Orton 
Socket was followed by the acclaimed Sweet And Vicious 
Like Frankenstein (Mego 2004), and installation work: his 


Music For Shattered Light Box Ft 7 Posters is documented on 
a Bottrop-Boy CD. But he's still just as active as a cornet 
player, notably with Tigersmilk, a free improvising trio 
with bassist Jason Roebke and percussionist Dylan Van 
Der Schyff; and Mandarin Movie, his avant supergroup 
with Steve Swell, Alan Licht, Matt Lux, Jason Ajemian and 
Frank Rosaly. Since relocating to Brazil four years ago, 
Mazurek has begun painting and field recording, notably 
Amazonian electric eels. 

The Jukebox took place in Paris, at the end of an East 
European tour with Sao Paulo Underground, his latest 
project with Brazilian percussionist and electronician 
Maurizio Takara. Mazurek had stopped off to finalise details 
of a forthcoming mixed media collaboration with Parisian 
architects and scenographers AWP. 
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More than simply homages to his idols such a 
Albert Ayler a 
playful electr 
the terrain of p 
avant garde t 
in an attempt to reconcile European traditions 
with the collective trauma of the African diaspora. 
Words: Will Montgomery. Photography: Ivan Jones 















































































































































The raw 
I the kooked 








































































































































































































































The Primer 



John Fahey 


A bi-monthly guide to the selected recordings of a 
particular artist or genre. This month: David 
Keenan takes refuge in the American Primitivism of 
the music of guitarist John Fahey, from folk blues 
fictions to concrete tape works, plus a selection of 
artists influenced by Fahey's pioneering techniques. 
Illustration: Savage Pencil 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































Soundcheck 



Dan Warburton monitors the 
slow heartbeat and controlled 
release of pan-European 
improvisors Polwechsel 




































































































Soundcheck 


Dave Mandl relishes Arthur 
Russell's early attempts 
to ruffle the feathers of New 
York's downtown scene 









































































































































































































































Size Matters Non-standard formats, 
sifted and sampled 






























































































The Compiler Various artists: 
reviewed, rated, reviled 
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Free artist profile mp3s 
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www.seventhings.ee 












































The Boomerang New reissues: 
rated on the rebound 
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The Inner Sleeve 

Artwork selected this month by Keith Rowe 























Avant Rock Reviewed by Edwin Pouncey 
















































Critical Beats Reviewed by Philip Sherburne 











































Dub Reviewed by Steve Barker 











































Electronica Reviewed by Chris Sharp 















































Global Reviewed by Clive Bell 





































Hiphop Reviewed by Hua Hsu 





























































Jazz & Improv Reviewed by Julian Cowley 













































Outer Limits Reviewed by Jim Haynes 






































Print Run New music books: 
devoured, dissected, dissed 








































































On Site Exhibitions, 
installations, etc 





































On Screen Films, 
DVDs, etc 





















































































































Resonance104.4fm 




















sonar 

2006 


goldfrapp, chic feat, nile rodgers, insen: alva note + ryuichi sakamoto, linton kwesi johnson & dennis bovell dub band, 
liars, isolee, dj shadow presents the hyphy movement feat, keak da sneak & turf talk & nump, digable planets, sasha, 
diplo vs. a-trak, modeselektor, shit and shine, dj krush, ugly duckling, hifana, tucker, fat freddy's drop, tiga, camille, 
nightmares on wax, pete philly & perquisite, miss kittin, richie hawtin vs. ricardo Villalobos, eliot lipp, kenny dope, 
nobukazu takemura, angel molina, ryoji ikeda, rahzel & dj js-one, jeff mills, superthriller, hot chip, bus feat me soom-t, 
laurent gamier & bugge wesseltoft feat, philippe nadaud, otto von schirach, birdy nam nam, herbert & dani siciliano, 
tunng, infadels, gilles peterson & me earl zinger, the mfa, dave clarke, one self, 12twelve, the pinker tones, disco d, 
afra & incredible beatbox band, body code, audion, softpad, kimmo pohjonen/samuli kosminen kluster, kapitalband 1... 
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MAXIMINIMALISTS 

Charles Hazlewood conductor Moondog / Riley / Glass / Reich / Adams 
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ARIEL PINK UK TOUR. WITH BELONG 




















Out There 

This month's selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts. 

Send info to The Wire, 23 Jack's Place, 6 Corbet Place, London El 6NN, UK. 
Fax +44 (0)20 7422 5011, listings@thewire.co.uk. Compiled by Phil England 
































































































































Mother of all Parties (summer solstice) Saturday 24 June 2006 8pm-3am 

Spring Heel Jack Daniel Figgis Fallen Leaves Fairlights Susannah Hewlett 

DJ Tendraw & The Gypsies Dog Dr Valentine & Suzywan 

Howard Jacques Northern Roses Annie Davey 

live music experimental electronica performance eclectic DJ’s 

Beaconsfield 22 Newport Street VauxhaB London SEn 6 AY 

admission: £6 and £4 concessions - tickets available online at www.beaconsfleld.ltd.uk/moap 
info@beaconsfield.ltd.uk 020 7582 6465 



































































































































Subscribe 




















The Wire Tapper 








Back Issues 























Order form 

Subscriptions, back issues, T-shirts 
Order online at www.thewire.co.uk 





















Subscriber specials 

For details of how to subscribe to The Wire turn to page 96 of 
this month's issue, or go to www.thewire.co.uk/subscribe 




















































































The Necks 

Chemist The latest CD 

on ReR from 

/WJV this celebrated 

Australian trio 
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DISC MONGER ' 
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a stunning work of art.” The Guardian 
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Epiphanies 

Tom Perchard experiences 
familiar musical signals 
being jammed by Egyptian 
singer Umm Kalthum 





















































The Wire T-shirts 2006 

The Wire T-shirt comes in two styles: a standard black shirt 
printed with The Wire logo; plus a series of limited edition 
shirts featuring specially commissioned designs by a variety of 
underground artists, musicians and organisations. These special 
edition T-shirts are printed in limited runs of 100 shirts each. 
Once these have been sold, that's it, they won’t be reprinted. 
For details of prices, sizes and how to order, turn to page 100 















